
 

 

 

 Redhill Day Nursery     

 January 2017 Newsletter  

  

  

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2017!! We hope you had a very merry Christmas, and a wonderful 
New year! January has bought with it lots of fun messy opportunities, and fresh activity ideas. We hope  

you enjoy reading about them just as much as we enjoyed getting stuck in…         

                                                                                                                             

    

  

  

January also brings a fresh face to Redhill day nursery. 

We would like to say a huge welcome to Kelly, who has 

recently joined our full-time team. Kelly is originally 

from Northampton which is where her career in 

childcare started. Watching the children grow and 

develop, and see their happiness when they have 

mastered something new is what gives Kelly her passion 

for childcare. Kelly brings with her a wealth of 

experience, including working her way up to become 

room leader of the toddler room at her previous nursery. She 

has worked with  

babies, toddlers and preschool children, which has provided her with a mountain of ideas that 

she has bought to the role. Kelly is mainly going to be based in the preschool room, where she 

has already settled in and got to know the children with whom she is a huge hit. We are very 

excited to welcome Kelly on board the Redhill team, and we hope you will all join us in giving her 

a big warm welcome.   

  

  

  

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook to keep up to date  with all our 
activities and events!   
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Redhil-DayNursery     
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Room updates…  
This month the babies have enjoyed exploring 
through getting stuck in with a wide range of 
messy play activities. They loved mixing paint 
with shaving foam to make a puffy texture, and 
using brushes to make lots of different marks. 
The babies also had lots of fun spreading 
shaving foam onto the long mirror, making 
foamy hand prints and exploring how it 
changed their reflection. Physical development  
– movement and space, expressive arts and design – exploring and  

using media and materials. A giant piece of sticky back plastic provided oodles of 
fun, with the babies using a variety of resources to stick on and pull off to create 
their very own changeable masterpiece. Physical development – movement and 
space, personal, social and emotional development – making relationships and 
expressive arts and design – exploring and using media and materials. All the 

colours of the rainbow could be seen when the babies explored paint on the table 
top. They used their hands to push through the puddles of paint to make various 
marks, and they were then able to explore the paints texture with their whole 
bodies too! Personal, social and emotional development – making relationships, 

physical development – movement and space, health and self-care, 
communication and language – speaking. Making cheese straws as ever has been 
a firm favourite, with the babies enjoying kneading and rolling the dough, and 
sprinkling on the grated cheese. The babies also made marks with their fingers in 
the flour on the table top. Physical development, communication and language.   

  



  

 

 

  

 

  

  

This month the Toddlers have been focussing on lots of roleplay 
and small world activities. They really enjoyed spontaneously 
setting up a tea party, and inviting the dollies and teddies as 
guests. Personal, social and emotional development - making 
relationships. Expressive arts and design – being imaginative. 
Our new resident Nigel the African land snail has also been the 
talk of the town, and the children have loved being able to see 

him go about his day (albeit slowly!) The staff in the toddler 
room have engaged the toddlers in lots of circle time  
conversations, detailing where snails live, what they eat and how big Nigel could 

grow. Understanding the world – the world. With winter well and truly taking hold 
the toddlers have been wrapping up and exploring the changes that winter has 
bought to the garden. They were able to explore how the ice had settled on the grass, 
and it was lots of fun jumping and listening to the crunching sound that their wellies 
made. Circle time has also bought lots of opportunities to look at the weather, and 
they were all very interested in the fog that has been a common sight these past few 
days. Understanding the world – the world, physical development – movement and 
space. Baking was a popular activity throughout January, with everyone getting stuck 
in making flapjacks and shortbread biscuits topped with chocolate. Maths - shapes, 
space and measure, personal, social and emotional – making relationships, 

communication and language – listening.   

.  

  

  

  



  

 

 

  

 
  

Preschool have been mark making in lots of different ways this month. They have been 
using their imagination using white board markers on ceramic tiles to create their own 
masterpieces! Along with collaging and lots of expression through the art of painting. 
Expressive arts and design – exploring and using media and materials, literacy - writing, 
personal social and emotional development – self-esteem and self-awareness. In 
keeping with the Chinese New Year celebrations, the preschool children have been sifting 
and sorting with dried rice and noodles in the messy tray. Physical development – 
movement and space, mathematics – shape, space and measure, understanding the 
world -the world. Building forts and dens has been a firm favourite this month, with the 

preschool children creating their own roleplay scenarios with houses, mummies, daddies,  
babies and pets, and everyone mucked in the with the housework in the den too! Personal, social and 
emotional development – making relationships, communication and language – speaking and listening, 
understanding the world – the world. Lots of fun was to be had with all things cultural with the 
introduction of Chinese New Year celebrations too!! Understanding the world – the world. With several 
children moving up from the toddler room the children in the preschool room have been wonderful at 
making them feel welcome, and helping them become familiar with the ways of the preschool room. 
Personal, social and emotional development – making relationships/self-awareness and self-esteem.   

 

  

  

  



  

 

 

  
Nursery invoices…  
From October 2016 all nursery invoices will be sent via email from daynurserygroup@gmail.com. This   
email address will also be available for any queries regarding invoices or fees that you may have.  

  

30 government funded hours for 3 and 4 year olds…  
As many of you may be aware the government are looking to increase the weekly amount of weekly 
funded hours to 30 hours. It is looking like this will be confirmed by Autumn term 2017, but we haven’t 
had confirmation of this yet. When we hear that this has been confirmed we will of course give you an 
update.  

  

We would like to say a huge thankyou…   
As I’m sure you may remember, we held a Christmas jumper day at 
nursery in aid of Save the Children on Friday 16th December. I am very 
happy to reveal that with your very generous donations we raised the 
grand total of £92.40 for such a wonderful and worthwhile cause.   

  

World book day 2017…   
This year we will once again be donning costumes to celebrate our 
favourite book characters for world book day. Throughout week 
commencing 27th February the children are more than welcome to 
bring in their favourite book to share, and we will all be dressing up 
and celebrating world book day in style on Thursday 2nd March.     

  

A reminder about your child’s bag….  
I would like to ask that we take careful consideration when packing children’s 

bags for nursery. As a parent I understand that everything other than the 

kitchen sink usually goes into your child’s day bag. When you are out and 

about it is good to be prepared for all eventualities, however not all these 

items are safe in the hands of children.   

Upon inspecting children’s bags, I found an array of items that could be  

harmful to children for various reasons. Within some of the nursery rooms bags are accessible to 

the children so we would like to urge you not to put anything in your child’s bag that could be 

potentially dangerous. Bottles, spare clothes, comforters, nappies and wet wipes are all we need.  

Any other items such as medications or creams should be given to a member of staff.  



  

 

 

  

  

 Events for 2017  
     

Month     Event     Date     

March 2017  World book day 2017  Thursday 2nd March   

April 2017  Easter egg hunt   Saturday 8th April   

May 2017  Parents evenings   TBC  

August 2017  Preschool graduation party  Saturday 12th August   

September 2017  Nursery photographer   Saturday 9th September  

October 2017  Annual pumpkin week   Week commencing 23rd October   

November 2017  Children in Need  Friday 17th November   

December 2017  Preschool Nativity performances   TBC  

  Christmas fayre  Saturday 9th December   

  

  
That’s all for now,   

Maree, Lisa and the Redhill Day Nursery Team.   

  
  


