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Ofsted inspection	
In April we had a visit from Ofsted and at only 14 weeks old, the inspector had come to make her judgements on the quality of care and education provided by Redhill Day Nursery.
It was a day that many of us dread and she certainly put us all through our paces. This was my 4th inspection since working in childcare and I can say was the hardest, but I was proud of all the staff.
The inspector noted that all the children were relaxed and settled in a bright, new and welcoming environment and that there are plenty of resources for the children to access independently and that the children particularly enjoy the spacious outdoor area.
She commented that the staff promote the children’s health very effectively and the children benefit from healthy home cooked meals, eaten with ‘great relish and enthusiasm’! She felt that the children were all learning to be responsible individuals.
She felt that the premises were spotlessly clean and that the setting has effective hygiene procedures in place together with rigorous child protection procedures also. 
She felt that Neil and I showed a genuine commitment to the development of the setting, which of course is very true.
There were areas for us to develop and fortunately for us they were areas that we had already identified. As a new setting employing new staff we had to introduce and train the staff in procedures especially in the way we carry out our observations and assessments of the children. This is a system that we use at our Ringwood Nursery and was indentified last year by Ofsted to be a very effective method so we know its right.
The report is available for everyone to read and we have copies for those who want them. It can also be accessed via the Ofsted website.
New staff
I’d like to welcome Susan to the team as our modern apprentice. Susan is currently training towards her NVQ Level 2 in childcare learning and development and is working alongside Pat and Maree with our younger children. Jean joins the team working part time alongside Vicky and the older children. Jean has many years experience of childcare under her belt and we are pleased to welcome her and Susan to our team.
[image: C:\Users\user\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\7JH1QZFX\MC900040355[1].wmf]Joining our bank staff are Nicole who has a NVQ Level 2 and Sam who is currently training towards her Level 3 qualification. We also have Pam who is a qualified nurse and only lives next door!
Busy busy!
   You will probably all have noticed that the nursery is getting busier and busier. We have had lots of people viewing the setting and we have had some fantastic feedback. As a result we are now full on some mornings within the baby room and filling up quickly in the other sessions.
Don’t forget that if you recommend a friend to Redhill and they sign up we will reward those of you on a normal contract with a free morning or afternoon session. Why not take some of our leaflets to work with you?
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Garden
If you get the opportunity please walk down to the vegetable garden. We now have successful crops of potatoes, beans, peas, lettuce, rocket and carrots growing and the children have also planted sweet peas. We picked our first lettuce and had it in sandwiches for tea.
You will also notice our two growing willow wigwams planted by us and also successfully rooted and sprouting!
Children’s Centre
As a setting we have an association with the Children’s Centre at Kingsleigh and also Kinson Hub based within the new library. These are collectively known as North Bournemouth Children’s Centres.
As a setting we receive support from the centres but they are also there to provide support to parents. Displayed on our Parents Notice board is information of the courses and sessions that they are currently running. For example at the Kinson Hub they run a wriggle and rhyme time on a Monday morning and a baby massage course on a Thursday.
If you are interested in registering with North Bournemouth Children’s centres in order to take part in their activities, please ask staff for a form.
We also have leaflets available if you would like to know a bit more about the role of a children’s centre within the community.
Term dates
The summer half term commences on Monday 31st May until Friday 4th June so there will not be any education grant funding for that week. The summer term then comes to an end on Friday 23rd July with the new term starting on Wednesday 1st September.
Safety
[image: C:\Users\user\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XGV370TY\MC900100240[1].wmf]Can we please ask that you take extra care when exiting the car park onto East Howe Lane. There are several pedestrians who use the foot path and we need to be aware they may be somebody there!
Unwanted toys
We are always happy to give a new home to any unwanted toys or books that your own children may have out grown. We are also on the lookout for spare pushchairs so please let us know if you have one we can have or even purchase from you.
Quotes of the week
‘There’s a snake outside in the playground and it’s ruined my life!’ – G aged 3 (it was a plastic one!)
While Pat and Vicky had a conversation about not eating the potatoes we’d used for potato printing, Pat jokingly suggested putting them in the microwave to make jacket potatoes to which one child replied ‘don’t be silly, you can’t put your coat in the microwave’!
One little boy had decided that two babies must be friends as they both had the same hair! 
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